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TY ALL 


| Friends and Bretht ren, 


Every-where ; 4 


Witneſſes; ; by and in which they were SanQtified, Juſtified and Glorified: 


you have been called, be glorified by you, and his high Praiſes in your 


and Power of Darkneſs, in all his Appearances and Transformings, which 
8 7 and have been many and various in our day; fo that ſome Stars of Hea- 
0 ven have been drawn down to the Earth by his Power, and have made great 


continued upon it, have been preſerved unmoveable, not only through 


all Storms which have ariſen in the Sea, but have eſcaped the Baits and 
Snares which have been laid covertly in the Earth: Glory and Renown 
> aſcend to that worthy Name, which hath been our Tower and ſafe Ha- 


| bitztion to this day, Amen, Amen for ever. 


General EP! 8 1 L 


To be Read among them i in the Fe ear of God, &c. | 


| y dedrly bedeved Friends, Stechen Me) ere who are made 
I Partakers of that precious Faith, and Word of it, which was 


once delivered to the Saints, and true Goſpel-Believers and 


My Heart and Soul do earneſtly breathe to the Lord, that Grace, Mercy, 1 
5 Truth and Love, may be daily increaſed, and abundantly multiplied, in and 
among you all; and that you may be preſerved a Peculiar People, and Royal 
Prieſthood, daily increaſing in Fruits of Righteouſneſs, as Trees of the 
Lord's own Right Hand planting : So ſhall his worthy Name, by which 


Aguths, - and a two-cdged Sword in your Hands, to wound the Dragon 


| Noiſes at their fall. But the Foundation of God ſtands ſure, and all who have 


And now, my dear Friends, my Life falutes you all, in the Love of my 


Heavenly Father, which daily abounds and flows towards you, from the 


— leaſt to the greateſt, who retain your Firſt- Love and Integrity towards 
the Lord, as Witneſſes for his Name upon Earth, in Teſtimony and Con- 


Y verſation: You, above all the Families of the Earth, hath the LYrd choſen, 
to be the Firſt- Fruits to the Glory of his Eternal and Honov.rable Name, 


keep your Veſſels ſound and clean, that He, who is the Fountain of all Ful- 


neſs and Goodneſs, may daily fill your Cups, i to hand forth. to che Thirſty, ( 
eas he hath Killed rh, Who wi Went before S 
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mighty Hand of God, through Faith, to this day. 


verſation, which your Feet have been turn'd into, by your Ancients and 
Elders; many of which are already gone to their Reſt, where the Wicked . 


ls beard no more; and the reſt are following after, cloathed with Spiritual 
Armour, the Helmet of Salvation, and Shield of Faith; by which we have 


| you, and will be your Rock in the time of Storm, and your Shadow in 

the time of Heat: For he is become the Rock of our Age, as he was to 

Ages and Generations before us; to all who have heard and obeyed his 
Word, aga.inſt whom no Weapon hitherto hath proſpered. For God will 


ſpread the Nations, for many Generations; but now ſhe is returning out 


ſha)! the ſame Power ſuſtain you, and carry you, as on Eagles Wings, 


Oh my dear Brethren and Siſters! Abide in Him, your Heavenly Vine; 
ſo ſhall every Spring of Life and Vertue, that opens in and through you, 
water thoſe Plants, which the Lord by the right Hand of his Payer hath | 
planted into his Likeneſs, that they ment grow; in Graceg and in the * | 
Knowledge of our Lord and Saviour Jeſus Chriſt, and may be built up „ 
together in him a Holy Habitation, and Spiritual Houſhold, to dwell toge- Jl :/ 
ther in Unity, as Children of one Father: So ſhall Peace poſſeſs your © | 
Habitations, and Proſperity attend your Undertakings. This I have "2, 
learned in my day, throygh'many Tribulations, Mich hene attended my _— 


* 


Pilgrimage in this World: In all which, I have been preſerved, by the 


This I write for your Incouragement, who are coming up in the ſame 


Fountain of it, to all Nations and Andreds of the Earth; that his Church I 


may be reſtored to her ancient Glory and Beauty, which hath been eclipſed i 
and marred, in this long Night of Darkneſs and Apoſtacy that hath over- 


of the Wilderneſs, clothed with the Sun; and her Lovers are gathering 
to her from many Corners of the Earth; and her Glory hath eclipſed the | 
wandering Stars, and will inrich the World with Righteouſneſs; fo that 14 
Peace on Earth, and Good Will to Men, ſhall be perfectly reſtored in all them 


' who are made Living Members of her. For ſo hath Chriſt, her greats, \, 


Prince, Husband and Lawgiver ordained, That all her Members ſhould 


be Holy and without Blame before him, as becomes his Houſhold and =. j 


Family. So walk in him, and follow that Path of Life, and holy Con- 


ceaſe to trouble, and where the Weary are at reſt, and the Voice of the Oppreſſor 


all along been able to quench the fiery Darts of the Devil, which have 25 
been many and great. 5 FCC 7 


nd you that are coming after, Keep within your Armour of Light, {oC 


thorn w all Difficulties which the Lord will yet ſuffer to be ſet before 


_ eſtabliſh Sen, and build up Ferſalem of Living Stones, upon the one Foun- / 


Peaceable Saviom”, that his Kingdom of Righteouſneſs may be eſtabliſhed 


dation Stone, and many ſhall flock to her Gates with Songs of Praiſe in 


their Mouths :- For the Gathering of the People ſhall be to Shiloh, the 


3... hereby ſhe ſhall again enjoy her Sabbaths. 


i For the Lord is ariſen to awaken the Nation, and putting Trumpets in 


the knowledge of his Glory, as the Waters do the Sea. 


the Months of many, to ſound an Alarm in his holy Mountain ; and many 


are awakened, and riſing out of Beds of Eaſe and Carnal Security, where 
they have long laid polluted in their Blood, and are now putting off their 
Night-Garments, which have been ſtained and ſpotted with the Fleſh;; 

and He is now fitting many to be cloathed with the Garments of Praiſe for the 


Spirit of Heavineſs, that they may be called Trees of Righteouſneſs, the Plant- 


ing of the Lord. And many are made to run to and fro, that Divine 


Knowledge and Spiritual Underſtanding of the Divine Myſteries of God's 


Eternal Kingdom, may again be reſtored ; which hath been long hid from 
the Wiſe and Prudent of the World, but now Revealing and Revealed 
to Babes and Sucklings ; out of whoſe Mouths the Lord will perfect his 


* 


Praiſe and Glory in the Earth, which (in due time) he will repleniſh with 
And now, my dearly-beloved in the Lord, Great and Small, Male and 
Female, my Heart and Soul daily breathes to the Lord for you all, in the 
Bowels of Jeſus Chriſt, that you may walk worthy of that high and ho- 
nourable Calling, whereunto you are called, in all Humility and Godly 


Sincerity, as Lights in the World; ſo will you be daily Baptized into the 
Death of Chriſt, and made Partakers of his Reſurrection; which none 
can have a part in, but they who are firſt Baptized into his Death; ſuch 
are ariſen with him to newneſs of Life, and are earneſtly ſeeking thoſe _ 
things which are above; though they walk on Earth, yet their Conver- 
ſation is in Heaven, having an Eye to the Recompence of Reward ; which 
no Mortal Eye hath ſeen, nor can ſee, neither hath it entered into the Heart of © 


Man to conceive, the things which God hath prepared for them who love him : But 


he hath revealed, and is revealing them by his Spirit, to all who walk in 


it; For the Spirit ſearcheth all things, yea, the deep things of Gol. 
But believe not every Spirit, but try the Spirits, whether they be of God; for 


ſome falſe Spirits are already gone out, and have imbrased this preſent World : 


ey went out from us, becauſe they were not of us; for if they had, no doubt 


they would have continued with us; their End will be anſwerable to their 
Works. But be ye Watchful and Circumſpect, whoſe Eyes the Lord hath 


opened, that you may diſcern the Enemy in all his cunning Devices, both 
within and without; and tryed Armour hath been given you to reſiſt 


him, if ye keep it about you; without which you cannot be ſafe from 


the Jaws of him, who goes about as a Roaring Lyon, ſeeking continually 


whom he may devour. Therefore dwell within that Munition of Rocks, 


with which you are ſurrounded, and go no more forth; but keep your 


Hlabitations in the Light, where God dwells, that you may enjoy his 


Preſence, which will daily be an open Fountain of Life to your Souls: 
There your Bread will be ſure, and your Water will never fail; and the 


Lord will ſpread your Tables in the midſt of your Enemies, and bear up 
your Heads through all Difficulties, 1 
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This I have known, and many Years experienced, in my day; by which 

I was abilitated to give my naked Back to the Rod of the Wicked, and 
my Head to them who trod off my Hair, and my Body to Bonds, and 
cloſe Confinement, with other additional Sufferings, which many Years 


was my Lot in the World; in and through all which, the Lord carried 


me with Chearfulneſs and Contentedneſs, without the leaſt Murmuring : 
But the longer I ſuffered, the eaſier it was made to me by the Lord. And 
1 was freely given up to ſuffer all my days, as my Enemies ſaid I ſhould ; 
who ſaid, Aha, aha! Thus we would have it. But the Lord diſappointed 


+ them, and ſet my Feet at liberty, over all their Heads, when I leaſt look d 
for it. Glory, Honour, and Everlaſting Praiſes be ro his Honourable 
Name for ever-more; who never faileth them, whoſe dependency is upon 


him for Preſervation and Deliverance. 


And now my dear Friends and Brethren, ſeeing this Stormy Winter is 
in a great meaſure over, and the Lord in Mercy hath influenc'd the Heart 


of the preſent Government, under which we live, to Calmneſs and Ten- 


derneſs towards us: Let us be humbly thankful to him for it, and further 
engage the Government, by our Peaceable Behaviour and Deportment, 
in exerciſing our ſelves, and as much as in us lies (by all honeſt and law- 
ful means) to provoke others to the like Acts of Piety, Juſtice and Righte= 
_ oufneſs, which will Eſtabliſh and Exalt a Nation, and be the greateſt Glory 
of the Government. Thus ſhall our Thankfulneſs and Service be mani- 


feſted to them, beyond all the Flatteries of Wicked and Ungodly Men, 


among whom the Government is not ſafe; for ſich. were called, many 
Ages ago, the Plague and Peſts of Humane Society; and intail'd Vengeance 
upon the places of their Reſidence; and the greateſt Enemies the Govern- 
ment could have in their Bowels. For if Righteouſneſs Exalts a Nation, 
(as the wiſe King ſaid) then Unrighteouſneſs muſt Debaſe it, and bring 


Contempt and Reproach upon it. 


So, dear Friends, Love the Government under which God hath plac'd 


us, and ſeek the Safety of it, by walking uprightly in it : And let Prayers,. 
Supplications and Interceſſions be made to God for all Men, eſpecially for 
all who are in Authority over us; that under them we may live Quiet 


and Peaceable Lives, in all Godlineſs and Honeſty : For this is good and ac- 


| | Ceptable in the fight of God our Saviour, who will have all Men ro be ſaved, 


and come to the Knowledge of the Truth. Fa 
For our Saviour is not come to Deſtroy Mens Lives, but to Save. 
them; nor to influence his Followers to be Unfaithful to whatſoever 


Government he is pleaſed to fet over them; but on the contrary, to be. 


ſubje to every Ordinance of Man for his fake; being for the Puniſhment of 
Evil-doers, and for the Praiſe of them who do well: To this End, Purpoſe 


and Intent, was Government the Ordinance of God. 
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And now, Brethren, ſeeing the Lord hath made us Members of one 
| Body, and of one Houſhold of Faith, let us walk in Love one towards 
| another, and be content, whatſoever Station our great Father and 
Maſter hath plac'd us in; that He may delight to dwell with us, and 
give us our daily Bread, and nouriſh our Souls with the Milk of his Word, 
up to Eternal Life: This is our Intereſt, this is our All; that Righteouſ- 
eſs may be eſtabliſhed in the Earth, and in every Houſe and Family; the 
Fruits whereof is Peace, and the Effects thereof Quietneſs and Aſſurance for ever. 
So ſhall the true Chriſtian Sabbath be reſtored in the Earth again, which 
hath long been loſt, in this long and dark Night of Apoſtacy, which hath 
been over the Nations and Families of the Earth, whereon the Whore 
(i. e. the falſe Church) hath fat as a Queen, and ſeen no Sorrow; being 
decked on the outſide with fine Ornaments, pleaſing to the Fleſhly Eye, 
3 whereby Thouſands have been inticed into her Embraces, becauſe of the 
he Beauty and Riches of her Golden Cup; having not that Eye opened, 
which could ſee. her inſide, as it is full of Abomination and Filthineſs 
of her Fornication; but the. Day and Hour of her Judgment is come, 
and more ahundantly coming, when the Nations ſhall buy her Merchan- 
dize no more; for ſhe hath traded in Slaves and Souls of Men, &c. Rev. 18. 
But the Day is ſprung, which hath diſcovered her Skirts, and many ſee 
her Nakedneſs, and will Trade with her no more. 
f And the true Church is returning out of her Wilderneſs- Condition, 
MC whoſe Cloathing is the Sun of Righteouſneſs, white as Snow; ſhe is tra- 
velling in Pain, for the Deliverance of her Sons and Daughters into the 
Glorious Liberty of the Sons of God; all Changeable Elements are vuder 
/ her Feet: You that can read, may. She is the true Mother of all the 
| Faithful, and all her Children are free, walking in white Linnen, which 
| is the Saints Righteouſneſs; and are inwardly adorned with the. Orna- 
ment of a Quiet Spirit, which in the fight of God, is of great Price. 
1 Her Dwelling is within the Munition of that Rock, which the Gates of 
Hell cannot prevail againſt. The Streets of her City are pleaſant ; in 
| the miqdſt of which is the River of Life, and all her Flocks drink at it, 
{| which can never be drawn dry: The Bread of her City is of the fineſt 
| | of the Wheat; and her Wine is well refined from the Lees; which all 
' partake of, who dwell within her Gates; and none can enter therein, who 
work Abomination, or love and make a Lye, though her Gates ſtand 
1 ö open by Day. Oh! Ye my dear Friends, who are ſituated within her 
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Walls! You have a ſure and quiet Hahitation, out of the reach of the 
Dragon's Power: Keep your Bahitation, and walk in the Light of the 

9 Lamb; by which every Trap and Snare, which the Enemy lays in your 
way, will be ſeen, and power given to eſcape.  _ N 
) And go forward in the Name and Power of the Lord, and keep your 
| Station in the holy Order of Life, which God hath plac'd you in; and 
1 


with Zeal and Fervency of Spirit, keep your holy Aſſemblies, both 
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| Firſt and Week-Days, that renewed Atquaintance you may have with 
the Lord, and the Operation of his Divine Power; through which we 
have been often renewed in the Spirit of ouf Minds, and preſerved through = 


all Storms that roſe in the Winter. r ee em wen 
And now many being come to the Sabbath- Day, there is as much need 


|. is Watch, and frequently to Pray for the Preſerving Hand of the Lord 
of the Sabbath, to ſuſtain and uphold us, as ever: For the Crown is at the 


71 
And walk in Him, your Heavenly Head, you who are Elders, Fathers 
and Mothers of Families, as Examples of Gravity, Temperance and Mo- 
deſty; and be Careful and Watchful over your Children, in their young 


and tender Vears; and beware of letting them alone, without due and 


loving Reproof, for the leaſt appearance of Evil, in Word or Deed; 
for ſo is the Will of God concerning you, to whom he hath given Power 


in their younger Years; to reſtrain every appearance of Evil in them. 


For they are in your Loyns, and you muſt be accountable for their Evils; 
till they know, and be made ſenſible of the Spirit of Truth in them 


ſelves; which, when they come to the knowledge of, and by you re- 
commended thereunto, if they turn aſide therefrom, either to the right 
or left hand, you are ſo far clear, and their Miſcarriages will lie at their 


own Door; and their Reward will be, as thoſe who know the Truth, 


and do it not, to be beaten with many Stripes. 


' ni | 


There is a: great Obligation on 'Parefts, to bring up their Children 


in the Nur ture and Admonition of the Lord, the next to Thankfulnefs 
for the Gift of them; for they are Bleſſings to Parents, when they grow 


up in the Fear and Wiſdom of God, and a Crown of Rejoycing to their 


Gray Hairs. This I know by Experience: Glory to God on High! who 


hath not left me deſtitute of his Mercy in my Old Age, and hath given 


me to ſce, in a large meaſure, the Travel of my Soul in my young Years; | 


who called me by his Grace, near the firſt dawning of the Goſpel-Day 
in our Age, from my Father's Houſe, and inclin'd my Heart to inquire 
after, and firſt ſeek the Kingdom of God, and his Righteouſneſs, with a 
Promiſe to add all other things neceſſary; which I have. witneſſed to be 
fulfilled to this day; having neither Poverty nor Riches, but enough to 

ſuſtain me, according to my SouPs deſire; that I might not make my. 
Teſtimony for the Lord chargeable to any: Which hath been fully an- 
ſwered to this Day, Praiſes to his Worthy and Honourable Name for 


evermore. 


And you, Brethren, who are Called and Choſen of God, to miniſter 
his Living Word, and made Stewards in his Houſe, of his manifold Gifts: 


Let your Converſation, in every reſpect, be as becomes the Goſpel of 

Peace; that it be not blamed, nor its Glory eclipſed, through any un- 

» comely Behaviour, either in the ſight of Friends or Enemies: This wil! 

Crown your Miniſtry with many Jewels. And be not Chargeable, not 
Difficult, nor more than needs Troubleſome, to them to whom you mi- 


niſter : So ſhall your Miniſtry have room in. the Hearts of many; and 


you Inſtruments in the hand of our great Maſter, to turn many to Righte- 


ouſneſs; having the Promiſe of God, for your Reward, to ſhine as the Stars 
for ever and ever. The Conſideration of which, hath over-ballanc'd all 


my Sufferings, and made them ſweet and pleaſant to me, in my long 


Pilgrimage in this World, from the beginning. 
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mutual Joy and Comfort for ever. So, with the renewed Salutation of 
my true Love to you all, I am | e 
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Your Ancient Friend and Brother, 
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